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the obvious reluctance and distrust of the British Government
at home and in the certain knowledge that in the event of failure
he would be utterly disgraced. In the unswerving pursuance of
that plan it was the British Army, under Haig, which played the
leading part in bringing the war to a miraculously triumphant
conclusion."

THE SCOTSMAN
THE  LATE  EARL  HAIG
" In the sudden death of Field-Marshal Earl Haig the Empire
has lost one of its most distinguished figures, and Scotland one
of its most famous sons. He was known, so far as he was known
to the public at all, when the war broke out, as a dashing cavalry
officer, a lieutenant of Sir John French's in the South African
War. But the war of position that resulted after the retreat to
the Marne and the subsequent pursuit to the Aisne, in which
operations he took a brilliant part, left little scope for the mounted
arm, and the struggle became one of technical adaptation and
tactical skill. These were qualities which were highly developed
in the new Commander-in-Chief, more so, perhaps, than strategic
resource. He reorganised the remnants of the Old Army,
blended them with the Territorials and the new Armies, and
fashioned out of the combination a fighting force which has
never been excelled.
" It would be idle to attempt to compare Earl Haig with the
great military captains of the past. The very magnitude of the
struggle and of the issues at stake submerged individuals, and
prevented that personal touch between Generals and the men they
led which was possible in previous wars. When it is recalled that
Earl Haig saw more fighting In a single month and commanded
more British troops in a single day than did Wellington in the
whole of his career, it may be appreciated how vastly different
are the conditions of modern war. But even so, the personality
of the Commander-in-Chief counts for much, and the Empire